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COUNTRY . SOUTH VIETNAM

REPORT NO,

supecT 1. LAND IEVELCOPMENT CENTERS IN CENTRAL DATE DISTR, 8 OCTOEER 1962
VIETRAM;
2. THE BUON ENAO STRATEGIC HAMLET CQMPLEX precepence  ROUTINE

DATE OF REFERENCES IN

INFO.

PLACE & VIETNAM, SAIGON
DATE ACQ.

APPRAISAL % FIELD REPORT NO.
THis 15 UNE ALUATED mronunlon sounce cmomcs ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTCNT 1S TEMTATIVE

1. THE 74 LAND DEVELOPMENT CENTERS IN KONTUM, PLEIXU, DARLAC, AND QUARG

DUC PROVINCES WERE SUPPOSED TO QUALIFY AS STRAIEGIC HAMLETS BY THE END OF
SEPTEMEER 1962. THE BASIC PLAN WAS THE SAME FOR ALL TEE CENTERS, WHICH ALKEADY
HAD SCHOOLS AND DISPENSARIES. BAMBOO SPIKES, POINTING OUTWARD, WERE STUCK IN
THE GROUND OUTSIIE THE FENCE SURROUNDING EACH CENTER, FOR A TEPTH OF TWENTY
METERS. THE FENCE WAS MAIE OF SHARPENED LOGS THREE INCEES IN DIAMETER PLANTED
IN THE GROUND, ONE LOG POINTING SLIGETLY OUIWARD, THE NEXT STANDING STRAIGHT UP,
THE THIRD POINTING SLIGHTLY INWARD, WITH PATTERN REPEATED FOR TEE ENTIRE FEICE.
LOGS WERE USED EECAUSE THEY LAST  ABOUT TWO YEARS, WHEREAS BAMBOO HAD TO EE
REPLACED ABCUT EVERY SIX MONTHS. INSITE THE FENCE, AROUND THE ENTIRE CENTER,

WAS A TENSELY SPIKED TRENCH TWO METERS IEEP, TWO AND ONE-HALF METERS WIDE AT TEE
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TOP,ANDABCUPTYOKE’ISRSYIELTTBEBUI’I‘O‘(. AE)(AILBAHBOOSPD(EFEN@FMD
THE DINERMOST IEFERSIVE RING. THE BOUSES WERE IN ROWS, WITH A BAMBOO FERCE
SURROUNDING EVERY TWO HOUSES, SO TEAT, I¥ TEE ATT/CKERS PENETRATED TEE LEFENSE

OF ONE SET OF EOUSES, THE RESITENTS COULD MOVE INTO THE REXT IEFENSIVE UNIT.

MHKEHEACHPAIROFHQJSBSVERECGYEREDPITS,VEERETEEWG'&EH, CHILIXEN, AID

: OLD PECPLE COULD HITE DURING A BATTIE.
; 2. THE PROGRAM WAS ROT EIRG COCRDINATED AKD DID ROT FALL UNIER THR

STRATESIC B.AKLET PROGRAM POR TEE 23RD TACTICAL ZOKE, WHICK WAS UNIER CQLbNE.L

LE JUANG TRONG, CCMMARDIRG OFFICER OF THE 23RD INFANIRY DIVISION. THE 74 LARD

Adnm

EZVSIL}MKNT CENTERS RECEIVED SCMB WRAPORS FRCM TEE PROVINCE CHIEFS, BUT MOST

OF'HlEVEAPOFSCAMEFRO{AMUNITSmTHEAREA THEAMVASAISORESPONSIBIB

FOR TRAINING THE MALE INHABITARTS OF THE CENTERS. WHEN A CENTER QUALIFIED AS A
STRATEGIC HAMLET, IT WOULD ER UNIER TEE STRATEGIC EAMLET PROGRAM FOR TEE 23RD

mcuzmmmsmm,mwmmmcwmnmmom-msmsncsor

’I'EIL'I" SECTR FOR CCMPLETED STRATEGIC HAMLETS.

3. A 12 SEPTEMEER AGREFMERT SPECIFIED THE RZNERAL LINES FOR MERGING THE
BUCti ENAO VILLAGES WITH THE STRATEGIC HAMLET [EVELOPMERT FLAN FOR THE EECTCR.
Y'I‘HRHEOFA(R(IIPOFTHRTIMDMSOFKKUEKAO, IR AR AREA BAST AND
SOUTH OF BAR ME THUOT, WERE CLASSIFIED AS STRATEGIC HAMLETS, AND WERE INCLUIED

IR THE “NELVE COMPLETED STRATEGIC HAMIETS IN DARLAC PROVINCE.
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DARLAC PROVINCE CHIEF, MAJCR HOANG TRONG, WA8 TRAVELING ALAOST CONSTARTLY DURING

MID-SEPTEMEER IN CONRECTION WITE THE STRATECIC EAMLET PROGRAM.

v, SRR DISSEM. BTATE ARMY RAVY AIR USMACY MAAG AID OTH FIELD

STATION, CINCPAC ARPAC PACFLT PACAF.
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